
Poetry Lesson: 2 
Written by Jen Wieber 

 

Part 1: Making sentences extraordinary. 

Directions:  Choose one of the following sentences and rewrite it on a separate piece of 
paper.  Change the dull sentence into something more interesting.  Use metaphors, 
similes, and personification to help you!  Choose colorful adjectives. Write until you feel 
that you have fully explained the meaning of the sentence.   

Example:   

Before:  The Gardner watered the flower.   

After:  The thirsty red rose, wilted and exhausted, lapped up the Gardner’s refreshment.    

 

1. The pirate had a great day.   

2. The sky is blue. 

3.  My sister and I argued all afternoon. 

4.  My grandma is happy to see me. 

5.  My dog likes me. 

6.  I am lonely. 

7.  The leaves are falling off the tree. 

8.  I see the moon and it’s orange. 

9.  I can’t wait to go on vacation! 

10.  The baby cried and I got to hold him. 



 

Part 2: Making Every Word Count 

Directions:  Now go back through and make sure every word says what you want it to!  
You also need to take out extra words.  Words like: of, at, the, by, in, too, etc. are 
sometimes omitted by poets.  (But you probably don’t want to take everything out!) You 
will want to leave out anything that does not add to the meaning of the sentence.  Now 
rewrite the sentence again. You can also shorten certain words.  In the example below, I 
omitted the word “the” and I shortened lapped to laps.  Not only does it sound better to 
my ear, I also like that it is written in present tense.   

Example:   

Before: The thirsty red rose, wilted and exhausted, lapped up the Gardner’s refreshment.    

After: Thirsty red rose, wilted and exhausted, laps up the Gardner’s refreshment.   

Write out your new sentence and ask yourself the following questions: 

1. How does your new sentence sound?   
2. Did you take extra words out?   
3. Did you take out too many extra words?   
4. Does your sentence make sense? 

Now, if you are satisfied with how your sentence sounds, separate it out into separate 
lines to create 1 stanza.  There are different ways to do this, but for right now, put a 
backwards slash wherever you take a pause or breath.  If you notice my example below, I 
have put a slash after the first subject, around the two adjectives in the middle, and right 
before the next verb.  If you have trouble knowing where to place the slashes, experiment 
and choose what looks and sounds best to you.   

Like this:  

Thirsty red rose/wilted and exhausted/laps up the Gardner’s refreshment. 

*Now rewrite again with each section on its own line.  Make every line a capital letter, or 
make them all lower case, just be consistent.  You can also decide to leave out ending 
punctuation such as periods and commas, if it looks better and is not needed for 
clarification.   

Thirsty red rose 

Wilted and exhausted 

Laps up the Gardner’s refreshment 

 

 



Part 3:  Switch it Up!   

Now that you have created a 1-stanza poem, you can leave it, or experiment with 
switching up the subject and verbs!  This is also the time you may want to change up 
some of your words.  (For example, I swapped “thirsty red rose “ and changed it to “red 
rose thirsty”.  I also changed “wilted and exhausted” to “wilted exhaustion”)  

 

Like this: 

Red rose thirsty, 

Wilted exhaustion. 

Laps Gardner’s refreshment. 

 

Is my poem better now that I switched it up?  Maybe.  Some might say they liked it better 
before I made the changes.  But what really matters is whether or not I like the way it 
sounds and whether or not I wrote what I wanted to say.  Remember:  you are an artist 
when you write poetry.  The picture you write of is the paint; the pencil the brush.  
Continue to practice your “brushstrokes”.  Just like a painter needs to practice the 
methods of painting what his mind sees, so does a writer need to practice using the 
correct words to convey the deep felt meaning in the author’s heart and thoughts. 

 

 

 

Congratulations!  You have yourself a poem!  Give yourself a pat on the back, or go back 
and write more stanzas to add length to your poem.  Above all, have fun! 



OPTIONAL NOTES:   
Further explanation of the above lesson for the teacher. 

 
All you need is a piece of paper, a pencil, and the worksheets I created for you.    
 
First of all, print out the worksheets.  If you are teaching to primary elementary grades 1-3, you 
can read through the information, and guide your student(s) orally.  Upper elementary grades 4-6 
can follow along with the worksheets in front of them.  If you are teaching to the teenage or adult 
ages, you can hand out these sheets to your students, and they will have what they need to guide 
themselves through.  Whatever the case, if your students are new to poetry, be there to walk 
through each step with them. 
 
The worksheets truly do have all you need to complete a 1-stanza poem, so I will not go into 
every lesson detail here.  But I will walk through each step briefly, with some further ideas for you 
to use: 
 
1. Ask your students to choose one of the sentences from the list printed on worksheet page #1. 
 Have them write this sentence at the top of their paper.  Then, ask them to rewrite it in their very 
own words, giving it depth and detail.  Caution your students against using words such as: fun, 
great, good, funny, etc.  Instead, ask them to describe something funny, fun, great, or good 
without using the actual mundane, overused words.   
 
My 9-year-old daughter chose #7 to rewrite:   
 
The leaves are falling off the tree.   
 
She sat for a moment before proceeding.  Then she wrote:   
 
Brown paper falls above from the green.   
 
I was impressed that she called the leaves, paper.  This is called a metaphor.  She changed the 
name of the tree to "the green".  By doing that, we know that the tree is alive, while the leaves are 
dead.  Yet, she never used the words "dead" or "alive".   
 
Ask your students:  if you were from another planet, and didn't know what a _______ was, what 
would you mistake it for?  This can help your students think outside of the box and unleash their 
creativity. 
 
Notice in the example in part 1, I called the flower by name, I described the flower and I gave 
some personification to the flower (exhausted). 
 
When your students have finished, ask:  Did you call the nouns by name (did you choose, 
specifically, something for the noun to "be"?)  Did you add adjectives? These sentences are 
designed to give students full reign in the creativity department! 
 
2.  When finished, have your students read their sentence aloud.  In this section, they will be 
omitting (deleting) words that are not necessary, creating line breaks, and choose how they want 
to deal with punctuation. 
 
When omitting unnecessary words, make sure that the students do not take out words that 
change the meaning of their sentences.  Some students will have several words that need to be 
taken out; others will not have any.  All words should add something to the meaning and 
clarification of their sentence. I think one of the biggest offenders is the word "too".   
 
Young kids will need help with their poem composition.  Help them choose where to separate 



their lines.  There isn't any wrong way, necessarily.  You will want them to read the poem aloud a 
few times to help them hear and figure out the rhythm of the sentence to identify the places that 
naturally break.   
 
Poetry is the one place in literature where it may be okay to break the rules!  Grammar rules are 
very soft in poetry.  But whatever you do, try to be consistent.  If you use capital letters at 
thebeginning of the first word on the first line, make the first letter of every line capital.  If you use 
lower case, make them all lowercase.  Punctuation is more dependent on how it sounds with the 
comma or period then what is normally needed at the end of a sentence.  One exception:  if you 
want to use a capital letter at the start of your poem and no where else, that is fine!   
 
In Part 3, students will be asked to experiment with sentence structure.  You will ask them to 
swap the subject and verb and decide which they like best. 
 
Before instructing the students to switch the subject and verbs around, however, complete the 
following activity together as a group: 
 
Write the following sentence on the board or print out on a sheet of paper: 
 
The boy tossed the stones into the river. 
 
Ask your students to help you switch the sentence around.   
 
They could say: 
 
Into the river, the boy tossed the stones.  
 
or 
 
The stones were tossed into the river by the boy.  
 
Ask:  How does that sound? Which do you like better?  Remind them that there isn't a right or 
wrong way to write it, but rather different ways to create different sounds from the same meaning. 
   
 
Give your students time to experiment.  When finished with Part 3, the students should have 
completed a 1-stanza poem!  Make sure they write a final draft with a title and their name.  And 
don't forget to have a sharing time.  Sharing is an important part of expressing oneself and finding 
improvement in the writing process. 

 


